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introductions 

◦ Who am I? And why am I talking to you about migration? 

◦ Who are we in the room? 

◦ Agreements 



DEFINITIONS 



Who is a migrant? 

◦ “... a person who moves away from his or her place of usual residence, whether 
within a country or across an international border, temporarily or 
permanently, and for a variety of reasons. The term includes a number of well-
defined legal categories of people, such as migrant workers; persons whose 
particular types of movements are legally-defined, such as smuggled migrants; 
as well as those whose status or means of movement are not specifically 
defined under international law, such as international students.” 
 

IOM UN Migration  
https://www.iom.int/who-is-a-migrant 
Last accessed 06 October 2019 

https://www.iom.int/who-is-a-migrant


INTERNATIONAL MIGRANT 
STOCK (%) RANKING 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS 
STOCK (%) CANADA 

Where are migrants? 

Migration Data Portal  
https://migrationdataportal.org/ 
Last accessed 05 October 2019 

https://migrationdataportal.org/


GLOBALLY IN CANADA 

Migrant health data: challenges 

United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html 
Last accessed 05 October 2019 

Annual Report to Parliament, Citizenship, Refugees and Immigration 
Canada. https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refuge-
citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/annual-report-parliament-
immigration-2018/report.html  
Last accessed 05 October 2019 

https://www.unhcr.org/figures-at-a-glance.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refuge-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/annual-report-parliament-immigration-2018/report.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refuge-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/annual-report-parliament-immigration-2018/report.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refuge-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/annual-report-parliament-immigration-2018/report.html


Migrant health data: challenges 

Gushulak et al., 2011. Migration and health 
in Canada: health in the global village. 
CMAJ 183(12): 952-958  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.1503/cmaj.090287  

https://doi.org/10.1503/cmaj.090287


MIGRATION AS 
DETERMINANT OF 

HEALTH 



Migration as determinant of health 

IOM UN Migration. 
https://www.iom.int/social-
determinants-migrant-health 
Last accessed 06 October 2019 

https://www.iom.int/social-determinants-migrant-health
https://www.iom.int/social-determinants-migrant-health


Migration determining health: one example 

College of Family Physicians of Canada – 
Prison Health Committee. May 2019. 
https://www.cfpc.ca/cfpc-position-
statement-limit-detention-immigrants/  
Last accessed 06 October 2019 

https://www.cfpc.ca/cfpc-position-statement-limit-detention-immigrants/
https://www.cfpc.ca/cfpc-position-statement-limit-detention-immigrants/


Migration determining health: one example 

College of Family 
Physicians of Canada – 
Prison Health Committee. 
May 2019. 
https://www.cfpc.ca/cfpc-
position-statement-limit-
detention-immigrants/  
Last accessed 06 October 
2019 

https://www.cfpc.ca/cfpc-position-statement-limit-detention-immigrants/
https://www.cfpc.ca/cfpc-position-statement-limit-detention-immigrants/
https://www.cfpc.ca/cfpc-position-statement-limit-detention-immigrants/


Migration determining health: one example 

Canadian Council 
for Refugees. May 
2019. 
https://ccrweb.ca/en
/media/supreme-
court-detention-
chhina 
Last accessed 06 
October 2019 

https://ccrweb.ca/en/media/supreme-court-detention-chhina
https://ccrweb.ca/en/media/supreme-court-detention-chhina
https://ccrweb.ca/en/media/supreme-court-detention-chhina
https://ccrweb.ca/en/media/supreme-court-detention-chhina


ACCESS TO HEALTH 
SERVICES 



Migrant access to health: one consideration  
Model Financing Provider Access Example 

Beveridge Public Public Universal Scotland 

Bismarck Private Private Universal Germany 

Public 
insurance 

Public Private Universal Québec 

Out of 
pocket 

Private Private Resource-
dependent 

India 



Access to health services for migrants 

Fundamental Rights Agency. 2016. 
«Healthcare entitlements of migrants in 
an irregular situation in the EU-28 » 
https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-
migrat-borders/healthcare-entitlements  
Last accessed 07 October 2019 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migrat-borders/healthcare-entitlements
https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migrat-borders/healthcare-entitlements


Access to health services for migrants 

Fundamental Rights Agency. 2016. 
«Healthcare entitlements of migrants in 
an irregular situation in the EU-28 » 
https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-
migrat-borders/healthcare-entitlements  
Last accessed 07 October 2019 

https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migrat-borders/healthcare-entitlements
https://fra.europa.eu/en/theme/asylum-migrat-borders/healthcare-entitlements


Access to health services for migrants 

Photo: Baijayanta Mukhopadhyay. 
30 September 2017. 
Southbank, London, United Kingdom. 



Access to health services for migrants 

Médecins du monde Canada. 
https://www.medecinsdumon
de.ca/en/clinique-pour-les-
migrants-sans-couverture-
medicale-en 
Last accessed 05 October 2019 

https://www.medecinsdumonde.ca/en/clinique-pour-les-migrants-sans-couverture-medicale-en
https://www.medecinsdumonde.ca/en/clinique-pour-les-migrants-sans-couverture-medicale-en
https://www.medecinsdumonde.ca/en/clinique-pour-les-migrants-sans-couverture-medicale-en
https://www.medecinsdumonde.ca/en/clinique-pour-les-migrants-sans-couverture-medicale-en


Access to health services for migrants 

United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees. July 
2019. 
https://www.unhcr.org/news/s
tories/2019/7/5/refugees-need-
medical-care-iran-health-care-
programme-lifesaver.html  
Last accessed 06 October 2019 

https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/7/5/refugees-need-medical-care-iran-health-care-programme-lifesaver.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/7/5/refugees-need-medical-care-iran-health-care-programme-lifesaver.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/7/5/refugees-need-medical-care-iran-health-care-programme-lifesaver.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/7/5/refugees-need-medical-care-iran-health-care-programme-lifesaver.html


Migrant access to health: one consideration  

Sanders et al., 2019. « From primary health care to universal health coverage – 
one step forward and two steps back. » Lancet 394(10199): 619-621. DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.10161S1040-6736(19)31831-8  

https://doi.org/10.10161S1040-6736(19)31831-8


Conclusions – three things to consider 

◦ Consider definitions in data carefully – who is included, and who is not.  

◦ Consider definitions in policy choices carefully – what is included, and what is 
not. 

◦ Consider the choices host societies make that have an impact on the lives of 
migrants – those choices can be shifted, for bad or for good!  

 

 

 

 

 



References/resources* 

◦ Canadian Council for Refugees   http://ccrweb.ca  

◦ College of Family Physicians of Canada   http://www.cfpc.ca  

◦ Docs Not Cops     http://www.docsnotcops.co.uk  

◦ European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights  https://fra.europa.eu  

◦ Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refuge-citizenship  

◦ IOM – UN Migration    http://iom.int  

◦ Médecins du monde Canada    http://medecinsdumonde.ca  

◦ Migration Data Portal    https://migrationdataportal.org  

◦ People’s Health Movement – North America  https://phm-na.org  

◦ United Nations High Commission for Refugees  https://www.unhcr.org  

 

*Please use these references/resources with a critical perspective  

http://ccrweb.ca/
http://www.cfpc.ca/
http://www.docsnotcops.co.uk/
https://fra.europa.eu/
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refuge-citizenship
http://iom.int/
http://medecinsdumonde.ca/
https://migrationdataportal.org/
https://phm-na.org/
http://unhcr.org/


Thank you 
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