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“Global surgery is an area of study, research, practice, and 

advocacy that seeks to improve health outcomes and achieve 

health equity for all people who require surgical care, with a 

special emphasis on underserved populations and 

populations in crisis. It uses collaborative, cross-sectoral, and 

transnational approaches and is a synthesis of population-

based strategies with individual surgical care.”

Dare AJ, et al. Lancet. 2014.



Overview

1. Surgery or the neglected stepchild of 
global health

2. Models of care: good, bad and 
unsustainable

3. A framework for progress
4. Observe, report and intervene
5. Take home points



1. The Neglected Stepchild of Global Health





0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

Surgical Conditions HIV/AIDS Tuberculosis Malaria

2010 Worldwide Deaths (Millions) by Cause

16
.9

 M
ill

io
n

1.
46

 M
ill

io
n

1.
20

 M
ill

io
n

1.
19

 M
ill

io
n









Surgery

Child 
Health

Infection

CancerInjury

Maternal



2. Models of Care: Good, Bad and Unsustainable
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3. A Framework for Progress
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4. Observe, Report and Intervene













ESCP Safe Anastomosis Programme in Colorectal 
Surgery: International cluster-randomized sequence 
study of a quality improvement intervention to 
reduce anastomotic leaks following right 
hemicolectomy

Feasibility of a cluster-randomized trial of a 
nutritional intervention to improve the outcomes 
after cancer surgery in low-income countries

Pragmatic Multi-Centre Factorial Randomized Trial 
testing measures to reduce surgical site infection in 
low and middle income countries



5. Take Home Points



• Addressing the inequity in surgical care is fundamental to achieving 
global health goals.
• Models addressing global surgical need should aim to build capacity,

not deplete resources.
• Institutions providing surgical care need to accessible and have the 

capacity to perform basic life-saving procedures in a safe and 
affordable manner.

• Research in global surgery must go beyond the descriptive.
• Innovative collaborations are paving the way for international

crowdsourcing of clinical data in global surgery research, and 
interventional studies are coming down the pipeline.



Thank you!

Questions?

Etienne St-Louis

etienne.st-louis@mail.mcgill.ca
@estlouismd


