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Podcasts facilitate cross-hierarchical, cross-country and interdisciplinary discussions, 

providing ample space to acknowledge complexities and nuances inherent in global health 

issues. By fostering open and respectful dialogues, podcasts can remind us of the 

interconnectedness of global health challenges and allow diverse voices to contribute, 

without being constrained by geographic, cultural or financial barriers. This democratizing 

aspect of podcasts enables new perspectives to challenge entrenched knowledge 

hierarchies, transcending the limitations imposed by traditional gatekeepers. 
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Decolonizing global health matters: could podcasts disrupt knowledge hierarchies and silos?
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Changing global health through discourse
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• Transcend the siloes in public/global health

• Share implementation experience & tacit knowledge

• Add new voices to the conversation, especially from LMICs

• Opportunity for personal reflection and cross-country application

• Inspire global health practitioners

Role of Podcasts in Global Health



Identifying Diverse Voices



Researching key topics in Global Health



Hosting Conversations



Growing Listenership – 185 Countries

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Japanese Ministery of Health, Development of Belgium, Health Attaches Luxumburg Geneva, University lectures, Research Management Stellenbosch – DIVERSE



Disseminating the Podcast
Website Multilingual social media Newsletter partners



Multi-lingual promotion & transcripts
Multilingual social media Multilingual Transcripts



Engaging the Global Health Community - Virtually
social media email

Op-eds

The future of the world’s health depends on radical listening with guest Kinari
Webb. 

For growing cities, public support is key to healthy mobility,” with guests Jesús 
Carlos Soto and Silpa Wairatpanij
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Engaging with the global health community – In-person



Influence

If you have not yet had a chance to listen to TDR’s Global 

Health Matters podcast, they are an absolute must. Please 

share widely with friends, family, colleagues, your networks 

and on any social media platform. They really are superb 

and the latest two are fascinating. Garry, to everyone 

involved in TDR and beyond in making these happen, thank 

you and congratulations!

“

”
I also believe it’s very important for us in particular, the donor 

community to listen to. I think it’s Catherine who says, “Keep on 

defining the wrong problems and then we will fund the wrong 

solutions.” So, we have to stop doing that.

I’ll be teaching two courses in the Fall. One I will call “Cross-

cultural Perspectives on Health and Healing,” and for this I 

plan to assign a couple of your podcasts as required listening.

“

”

“

”

https://tdr.who.int/global-health-matters-podcast


GARRY ASLANYAN
Executive Producer & Podcast Host

LINDI VAN NIEKERK
Senior Producer

MAKI KITAMURA
Producer & Strategic 

Communications

OBADIAH GEORGE
Audio Engineer & Editor

CHRIS COZE
Writing Editor

ELISABETTA DESSI
Administration & Dissemination

IZABELA SUPER-DAYAO
Webmaster & Design

CLAUDI VAN NIEKERK
Design & Marketing Specialist

• Technical Global Health 
Research & Practitioner expertise

• Multi-media expertise

• Communication expertise

• Marketing expertise

Multi-disciplinary team



• Storytelling methodology is key

• Balancing facts vs experience

• Finding the unique angel for each episode

• The art of the right question

• Preparation and planning

• Building new connections with key global 
health players

• Opportunities to repurposing content

• Dissemination requires active investment and 
tailored strategies

• It looks easier than it is – time 
consuming

• It is not a tool for every topic 

• Information acquisition differ 
across cultures

• Limitation of language

• Not relatable by all

Key Lessons Learned



• Broad focus with multiple subtopics

• Finding the unique angel for each episode

• Balancing facts vs experience

• Preparation and planning

• Building new connections with key global health players

• Repurposing content (e.g. global health students)

• Invest in innovative dissemination strategies)

• Creative approaches to reach LMIC audiences

Future Opportunities
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