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Land 
Acknowledgement
In traditional teachings, individuals with 
disabilities are often viewed  as those with 
special gifts, with a special connection to 
spirituality, or with a special purpose.

Indigenous culture has often embraced 
people with disability, rather than 
segregating them.

Some cultures have referred to 
developmental disabilities as “beautiful 
difference” or “Naadjwinoon kina 
ebkaana”.

Kapp, 2011



"That You come to save me- that is not 
my prayer, I ask for strength to overcome. 

You need not comfort me - by lightening 
my load; I ask for strength to carry my 

burden.”
-Rabindranath Tagore



Disability is not just a medical condition, 
but also a historical, social, cultural, and 
political construct…





Defining Ableism



ABLEISM IS A GLOBAL PHENOMENON

Persons with disabilities constitute the world’s 
largest marginalized group in all regions of the 

world and often left behind…

Source: https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/documents/disability/Toolkit/Intro-UN-CRPD.pdf



The Eugenics Movement and 
Forced Sterilization of People 
with Disabilities
• In the late 1800s and early 1900s, the eugenics 

movement from Europe and North America 
spread globally, influencing legal policies 
worldwide to structurally discriminate 
communities with disabilities.

• Aligned with capitalism by excluding disabled 
people from the labor market, valuing productivity 
over inclusion, and reinforcing economic 
marginalization. A Eugenics Society Poster





The Concept of “Perfect Ability”





Disability 
Justice

SINS INVALID
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