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Planetary Health 

Our patients? PEOPLE and PLANET



The New Hippocratic Oath



“The health sector must lift its gaze to 

bigger, ecological horizons. This will 

require a radical extension of the public 

health agenda, new forms of professional 

training in environmental health, a 

preparedness to base policy advice upon 

predictions and best guesses (as opposed 

to empirical data), and an ability to 

collaborate with unfamiliar disciplines 

(e.g. climatology and ecology).”

Anthony McMichael
Climate and Health Pioneer

Planetary Health: A Radical Extension



“The Earth does not belong to man; man 

belongs to Earth. Man did not weave the web 

of life; he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he 

does to the web, he does to himself.”
Chief Seattle

Planetary Health: Not a Novel Invention



Planetary Health in the Anthropocene

Planetary Health Alliance based on Myers, 2017



Planetary Boundaries

Stockholm Resilience Centre, 2023



Planetary Boundaries

Stockholm Resilience Centre, 2023

Stockholm Resilience Centre, 2023



Doughnut Economy

Raworth, 2017



O’Neill, et al,, 2018

Canada VietnamPhilippines

A Good Life For All Within Planetary Boundaries



Watts, et al., 2015

Climate Change and Human Health



Deivanayagam, et al., 2023



Deivanayagam, et al., 2023



Climate Change and Mental Health

Lawrance, et al., 2021



Hickman, et al., 2021



World Economic Forum, 2024



Trumpian Assault on Planetary Health

• Withdrawal from WHO (and Pandemic Treaty)

• Abandonment of PEPFAR and other GH programsHealth

• Withdrawal from Paris Agreement

• Reversal of domestic climate policiesClimate

• End of USAID

• Tariff wars – even for essential commoditiesDevelopment

• Attack on DEI programs

• Anti-immigrant policiesDEI/Decolonization

• Continued dehumanization in Gaza

• Turning its back on UkrainePeace

Adapted from Ronald Labonte



US Funding for Planetary Health



Are we ready to build health systems

that consider the climate? 
(Mayhew, et al., 2013)







Climate-Resilient Health Systems

WHO, 2015
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Building climate-
resilient local 
health systems in 
the Philippines



Are we ready to build systems for health

that consider the climate? 
(Mayhew, et al., 2013)



Loss and Damage Fund – Reparations?



Loss and Damage – Where is Health? 

10 New Insights in Climate Science, 2025



Planetary Health Education

PHA, 2021



PH Education for All Ages



Cross-Sectoral Action for People & Planet

Lancet Countdown on Health and Climate Change, 2015







Commercial Determinants of Health: 
Engaging but not ‘Green/Health-washing’





Be a Planetary Health ‘Pracademic’



No Planetary Health without Climate Justice



Pope Francis’s Message for Planetary Health

Centering the periphery

Centering the planet and 
its people

Centering peace and 
justice



Planetary Health 

A Pro-Planet and Pro-Humanity Compass 

Towards Lasting Peace



Decolonizing Planetary Health

Going beyond the cosmetic, 

tackling the asymmetries of power



An Economy that Centers People & Planet



Planetary Health is Planetary Humility



Planetary Health: Becoming a Good Ancestor



Advancing Health & Well-being in 
Asia and Beyond

renzo.guinto@duke-nus.edu.sg 
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